
ARB ATTACHMENT set to launch on 
Feb 3 week, Rs 45-Lakh cane harvester,  
(First time in India) 
 
Yielding	  most	  versatile	  return	  on	  investment	  for	  Farmers	  (ROI)	  	  
Farmers	  get	  there	  investment	  back	  with	  in	  one	  season.	  
	  

	  
Model	  F17,	  Tractor	  Based	  combined	  sugarcane	  harvester,	  During	  Field	  testing.	  
	  

ARB ATTACHMENT has launched a Tractor based sugarcane harvester 
specially designed for Indian conditions, where average landholdings are 
small and the cane is planted in narrow rows with little spacing.  
F17 will cut, Clean Leafs, Billet & Load to Tractor tipper. 

 



 
 
 
Features  

The harvester F17, priced at 45 Lac with 90 HP Sonalika Tractor 4x4 AC 
cabin and advanced hydraulic technology, and can help cut up to 30 ton of 
cane an hour with only 8 litter of diesel per acre.  

ARB ATTACHMENT is betting on this product to expand its share in the 
cane harvester market that has witnessed good growth in recent years, with 
both farmers and sugar millers using more of these machines to cut cane. 

Labour availability  

The availability of labour for cane-cutting has become a challenge due to 
COVID-19 pandemic and rural wages have increased, leading to higher 
cultivation costs. 

“There is a growing demand for cane harvesters from Indian consumers as 
labour shortage is becoming a challenge due to covid-19,” said Rafi Abdul - 
Director, Sales and Marketing, ARB ATTACHMENT India. 

The company plans to initially target States such as Maharashtra, Gujarat 
Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. 

ARB ATTACHMENT India Pvt Ltd Managing Director Mohamed Rafi had 
planned to take booking only for 3 machines for the period 2021. Market 
demands are around 20 harvesters.  
He said they had planned to sell initially low number of machine so that they 
can test the machine on Indian farms, before going in to massive mass 
production. 

Cultivation cost  

Farmers can expect a payback in about one year (Lowest in industry), as the 
cost incurred for mechanized harvesting lower 50% than that of manual 
harvesting, Rafi said. 

 



Cutting or harvesting account for almost 35% per cent of cultivation cost. 

Global rival  

While farmers in Maharashtra spend about Rs 300-350 a tonne, their 
counterparts in Tamil Nadu incur a cost of Rs 450-750 a tonne, with the 
costs being at the higher end during summer due to lack of labour. 

ARB ATTACHMENT’s global rival, New Holland, dominates the cane 
harvester market in India with a 98.9 per cent market share. It has already 
sold about 400 units. 

“Harvesting is mechanised in only about half a per cent of the 5 million 
hectares of cane area in India,” said Gaurav Sood, Head of Crop Solutions at 
New Holland Fiat (India) Pvt Ltd, pointing to the huge potential that exists 
in the country. 

India is the second largest producer of sugar after Brazil, where mechanized 
harvesting is pegged at 16 per cent of the total acreage. 

Reservoirs levels  

New Holland, which sold 130 units in 2018-19, has seen a sluggish start this 
season as cane area was affected by covid-19  
 

With reservoirs levels brimming to their capacities across key cane growing 
regions, farmers are likely to plant more acreage for the 2017-18 season. 

To cater to the rising demand of cane harvesters in India, New Holland is 
expanding its assembly capacity at Chakan near Pune, where it has taken up 
70 acres to set up a new unit. 

leading states  

Maharasthra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Karnataka are the leading in terms of 
adoption of mechanized harvesters, while the concept is yet to take off in 
Uttar Pradesh, where recovery is lower than other key producing States. 



Analysts said mechanised harvesting is set to catch up with the Government 
promoting the concept custom hiring, where equipment purchased by 
entrepreneurs are offered on lease basis. 

Besides, various subsidies offered by both the Centre and States are 
expected to aid the farm mechanisation process. 

 
	  


